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To: Heritage Preservation Commission

From: Maxine and Robert Freeborn, 1037 Ranere Court

Date: August 28, 2006

Subject: File 2006-0833, Landmark Alteration Permit to Allow a New 2-car Garage and
6-ft Solid Wall in Front of the Property at 1029 Ranere Court

We are unable to attend the hearing because of previous plans. |
We oppose construction of a garage and wall as proposed in front of the property at 1029

Ranere Court for the following reasons:

1. Plans call for breaching the front wall of the house to allow access to a new
laundry room and garage. Breaching the fro’nt wall destroys the front of the house.

2. Construction of a garage and fence in front of the house obscures the view of the
house from the street, Many statements from the public have indicated the people
of Sunnyvale view this house to be a landmark in the community and often show
it off to relatives and other visitors as a representation of Sunnyvale’s agricultural
history.

3. Construction 6f the garage Wﬂl result in destruction of a 60+-year-old avocado
tree that was planted from a seed by Jennie Caviglia, the original owner of the
house. If the tree is now distressed, it’s because the current owners have neglected
it.v With a little water and some pruning, we are sure the tree has many more years.

4. Performing construction and paving over the front yard will violate the drip line

of the heritage oak in the front yard and jeopardize its health. Many years ago,
the Caviglia family installed asphalt around 2 76-fi-dripline oak in the backyard.
On the advice of arborists, and as orchardists ever-concerned for the health of
trees, a special irrigation system was installed to assure the oak would thrive. The
tree died in spite of these efforts.

5. Why do they need a 6-ft wall across the front of the property? There are no other
houses on the court or in the neighborhood with walls in front of their homes. The
6-ft wall will create an area for the 7 cars, 2 boats, and other vehicles in various

states of disrepair that are currently stored at the back of the property. We object
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to the storage of these vehicles anywhere on the property as they are an eyesore

oy

and as such degrade the neighborhood. Should these vehicles be moved to the
front of the property, they will certainly be visible from our house.
6. On a personal note, we are also concerned that the 6-ft wall will obscure visibility

of the street from our driveway.

Please oppose the proposed plans for 1029 Ranere Court as they will destroy the
architecture of that beautiful home and jeopardize the health of the heritage oak, and

possibly cause a visibility problem for us as we leave our driveway.
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TO: Heritage Preservation Commission :
RE: Public Notice File # 2006-0833 T, ‘
LOCATICN: 1028 Ranere Court (APN: 201-03-041) = ~ !

PROPOSED PROJECT: Landmark Alteration Permit for two-car garage
and six foot solid fence in front of existing heritage resource residence.
APPLICANT/ OWNER : Mildred M. Citraro

FROM: Mrs. Joan W. Hill ,
LLOGATION: 1043 Ranere Court (homeowner and resident since 1972.)

BE WTEH B E ks

Dear Commission Members: ‘

I am writing this letter to present my postion and opinions on the above
project. My position is that | object wholeheartedly to the proposed project.
My home’s location is.such that | have almost a 270 degree view of the
above property, including the entire facade of the heritage structure, the
adjacent front lawn and garden. As a long time member of the National
Trust for Historic Presevation, it is alarming to me that implemantation of the
above project would be considered, much iess allowed.

EN MY OPINION: The following points derive from observation now and
over the past eight years during which the Citraro family occupied 1029
Ranere Court. | |

1. Continued neglect of the premises (lawn, garden, trees, parking areas).

2. Current use of rear premises for automotive repair and storage of 7-9
vehicles, some operable, some inoperable.

3. A six foot solid fence (wall?) would obscure the view of this heritage
residence by neighbors or nearby residents and guests passing by.

4. Proposed structure location is not in keeping nor harmonious with
period style of this structure and the surrounding natural areas.

5. Walled area would allow for concealment of numerous stored vehicles
and any being repaired on the premises. Possible hazardous materials.

6. Heritagé oak and avocado trees would be adversely affected by the
garage structure and adjacent parking surface.

Thank you for your consideration,

Cordially,

Mrs. Joan W. Hill %w.() et
August 30. 2006 . A
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Ryan Kuchenig - file 2006-0833, Landmark Aleration Permlt
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From: nancy skidmore- . ..~ L - ; v
To: <rkuchenig@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us> s i
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2006 8:15 PM : '
Subject: file 2006-0833, Landmark Aleration Permit

From: Nancy Skidmore, 1057 Prune Court, Sunnyvale, 408/736-9451

I oppose the proposed landmark alteration permit (file 2006-0833, Landmark Aleration Permit) because the addition of
a garage and 6-ft wall in front of the heritage home at 1029 Ranere Court would permanently obscure and ruin the front
of that grand house. Not only would the garage destroy the architectural beauty of the design of the front of the house,
the new driveway, which would cover most of the rest of the front yard, would most certainly affect the majestic
heritage oak that is there. Even if they use pavers for the driveway, which are reported to be more pourous than asphalt
or concrete, the tree will be deprived of most of its natural water source, the ground beneath its spread.

For eight years, the current owners have neglected the property.This is so painfully obvious to anyone who knows what
the property looked like when it was sold to them. Because they have shown no pride of ownership in a home and yard
that was meticulously maintained before they got there, I have no reason to believe that anything they do to the
property will improve it. In fact, I fear that alteration of the exterior of the house in such a manner as to add a

garage and wall will be the first step in chipping away at the structure's heritage authenticity, thereby making it

more vulnerable to losing the protection of the Heritage Preservation Commission which it so strongly deserves.

If this project, or any for that matter, is approved, I fear the redevelopment might get started and then never be finished,
" creating an even worse eyesore for the neighborhood than what is there now.

My suggestion to the owners is to sell the property and move to an area where they can have more land and fewer
neighbors so do whatever they want to maintain their lifestyle.

Please oppose this project.

Thank you,
Nancy Skidmore

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com. Check it out.

file://C:\Documents and Settings\rkuchenig\Local Settings\Temp\GW}00001. HTM 8/31/2006
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